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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


JOHN EARL or WESTMORLAND, 


CHANCELLOR os ras UNIVERSITY os OXFORD, 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 
MADE PUBLICK BY 
HIS LORDSHIP'S COMMAND, 


IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 


BY HIS MOST OBEDIENT 


AND DUTIFUL SERVANT. 


TIMOTHY NEeve. 
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Er HERSLTAN Ss Ch. V. v. 8. 


Yew Were ſometimes Darkneſs, but aue are 
„ Light ; in the Lord. - — 


H E 04" WES ** 1 of 
_ Chriſtianity can neyer appear to 
greater Advantage, than when it is 
put in Oppoſition to, or compar'd 
with any other Syſtem of Religion that ever 
did, or does now exiſt in the World. This 
was a conſtant and favourite Method of Ar- 
gumentation with the Apoſtles and firſt Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel; for at the beginning when 
to be a Chriſtian and a Saint was one and the 
ſame Thing, they needed only to appeal to 
fact, and to many thoufand living Witneſſes of 
the Truth of what they affirmed; and that 
they might the better judge of the wide Dif- 
ference there was between them, they bid 
their new Converts only look back to their 
former unregenerate State before they had 
given up their Names to the Profeſſion of 


5 K's - | Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Religion; how dark, how 3 ig- 


norant, how wicked and abominable with re- 


ſfpect to God and Religion was their Condition 
at that Time, and how holy and happy, how. 


rational and comfortable was their preſent 
State, in the Knowledge and Practice of Chriſ- 


tianity. See your Neighbours, (might they 
fay) your F riends and Relations who are Stran- 
gers to the unſearchable Riches of God in Chriſt, 


how wretchedly do they live in, compariſon of 
you who have experienc'd that his Goſpel is the 


Power of God unto Salvation to every one that 


believeth, though you are perſecuted and they 


are not: The Argument Was ſo much the 


ſtronger to them, as they had the different 
Examples before their Eyes, the one had ſuch 
Joy and Comfort in believing, and ſuch Cou- 
rage and Conſolation in ſuffering as even 70 


glory in Tribulation, whilſt the other remain'd 


ignorant and hopeleſs in their Proſperity and 


| Unbelief, and it was the Juſt Senſe of this 
viſible Difference which gave them that ardent 


Zeal to propagate it in all the World, which 
made them rejoice with Joy unſpeakable that 


their Lives and Labours were made the Inſtru- 


ments of God's Glory in proclaiming the glad 
Tidings of Grace and Salvation; as the very 


Deſi ign and Intention of their Maſter's Reli- 
gion 


51 


gion was to make Men holy and rin this 
Life, and to give them the further Knowledge 
and Aſſurance of a future — of 5 
and Immortality. 

But We dwelling among Chriſtians, People 
of the ſame outward Profeſſion with Ourſelves, 


having no Heathens to converſe with, whoſe. 


Ignorance and Superſtition We might behold 
and abhor; We, I ſay, in theſe: Times and 
Countries, loſe a great Part of the Force of 
theſe Kinds of Arguments; and what- 1s. till 
more lamentable, others among Us beholding 
the outward Lives and Behaviour of ſo many 
nominal Chriſtians find them not altogether 
ſuch as they ought to be, ſo that from this 
View they ſee no Beauty nor Comelineſs in 


our Religion, any more than in the Author 


of it, that it ſhould be deſird and brac — 
but when Men could formerly appeal to the 
Lives of Chriſtians for the Truth and Excel- 
lency of their Religion, how powerful was 
ſuch Reaſoning from Fact, and how unan- 
{werable the Argument! But now We are 
forc'd to combat our Adverſaries another Way, 
by ſhewing what Chriſtianity is in Theory, 
and therefore what it ought to be in Prac- 
tice; and that though the Lives of many Chriſ- 
tians o called) are wicked and corrupt, yet 

; that 


* 
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01 
that Chriſtianity itſelf is ſtill the ſame rational, 
pure, and ſpiritual Syſtem-as ever, and that it 


U provides better both for the temporal Safety, 
| and eternal Happineſs of Mankind than any 3 
| other Religion even pretended to do. YI 
| And whatſoever may be urged in Favour 
it of natural Religion, if any can properly be ſo 

| called, yet it cannot be denied, but that Man- 


3 kind was greatly benefited as well as enlight- 
1 ened by the Doctrines of the Geſpel, which 
| the Apoſtle declares: in many Paſſages of this 
' Epiſtle as well as in the Words of the Text; 
Ft in the further Conſideration of which We 
þ will beftow ſome Reflections upon them, as 
{1 laying before Us and acquainting Us with, the 


| State and Character 


I. Of thoſe es are not entitled to 135 


| Bleflings of Chriſtianity. 

} II. Of thoſe who are admitted dar and 
| really do enjoy them. * 

[ I. There cannot be a ſtronger or 1 


preſſive Term, to ſhew the vaſt Diſparity be- 
tween Heatheniſm and Chriſtianity than Light 
and Darkneſs, the one gloomy and dreadful, 
the other bright and chearful, and this is a 
very frequent and familiar Illuſtration of it 

through- . 
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throughout the New Teſtament: Thus the 


Ignorance of the Heathens is emphatically 
called Darkneſs, their Vices the' Works of 
Darkneſs, their Superſtition and Idolatry the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, the Objects of their 
falſe Worſhip rulers of Darkneſs; Perſons ſo 
deluded are ſaid to walk, to fit and to abide in 
Darkneſs; and hence Chriſt is faid to be 4 
Light to lighten the Gentiles, and all thoſe 
who embrace his Goſpel are repreſented as 
called from Darkneſs unto Light, from Sin unto 
Holineſs, nay moreover from Death unto Life ; 
for thoſe hath Chrift quickened who were dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins; in order to convince 
and aſſure Us that the State and Condition of 
Mankind, before the Manifeſtation of the Son 
of God in the Fleſh, was no better than a 
Melancholy State of Darkneſs, Sin, and Death. 
As Knowledge and Underſtanding are the 


Light of the Soul, fo Ignorance is properly 


the Darkneſs of it, and he that walketh in 
Darkneſs or leadeth his Life in ſuch Ignorance 
Enoweth not whither he goeth, knoweth not 
whether there be any future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments: for thus our Apoſtle deli- 


neates the Heathens in their natural uncon- 


verted State, and the concurrent Teſtimony of 
Hiſtory juſtifies the Character he draws of 
| . them, 
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"uy as walking in the Vanity 6f their Minus 
having the Underſtanding darkened, being - alies 


nated from the Life of Gad, Aliens from the 


Commonwealth of 1ſrael, Strangers to th Coe 
venant of Promiſe, having no Hope and with- 
out God in the World; and what Condition 
can be conceiv'd ſo miſerable as that of being 
without any Hope of future Bleſſings, what 
ſo dreadful as to be without the true God, 
what fo fatally ignorant as to know nothing 
of their preſent or future State? — And who 


are they on whom the Apoſtle fixes this Re- 


proach of Darkneſs and I gnorance? Even the 
wiſeſt and moſt learned Parts of the World, 
People famed for the Knowledge of Arts and 


Sciences, for Glory ahd Greatneſs, even the 


moſt flouriſhing Cities of Athens and Epheſus 
than whom none more learned, rich and ce- 
tebrated, yet none fo idolatrous and ſuperſti- 

tious as they; for they were not aſham'd 7 
worfhip an unknown God, but changed bis Glory 
into an Image made like unto corruptible Man and 
to Birds and four-footed Beaſts and creeping 

Things : This muſt convince Us that neither 
great Wiſdom. or Parts, or Wealth or Gran- 
deur are any Preſervatives againſt the fouleſt 


Errors in Religion, and that the beſt and 


wiſeſt of Men ſtand in need 'of more Help 
and 
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and better Ligtit than what their own Reaſon 
and Philoſophy can ſupply: them with ; and 
therefore St. Part juſtly obſerves of theſe learns 
ed Heathens that when they knew God, who had 
ſufficiently tnanifeſted himſelf by the Works 
of Creation and Providence, yet they glorified 
him not as God; or knew not what acceptable 
Worſhip and Service to pay unto him, bur 
became vain in their Imaginatians, in their phi- 


loſophical Diſcourſes and Reaſonings, which 


ever led them into Error, teaching them to 
worſhip Idols the Creatures of Fancy, and 


thereby truſting to their own vain Specula- 


tions, they diſputed themſelves out of the 
Knowledge of divine Things; their fooliſb 


Heart was darkened, and they had fo far ex- 
tinguiſhed the Light which God had given 
them, as not to be able to comprehend thoſe 


diſtinguiſhing Perfections by which he had 
revealed himſelf. 

And as the Heathens were n l of 
the one\true God, believing and worſhipping 
a Multiplicity of Beings under that Name, 
utter Strangers to his Laws, to his Covenants; 


this Promiſes and Rewards, and at beſt 


doubtful about the Immortality of the Soul 


and a future State, which was not a ſettled 


Opinion, ſo much as a Wyh or Conjecture; 
B ſo 
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no Notion of original Sin, or of. what. could 
be the Cauſe of the Corruption of human Na- 


cency and Perfection, how he fell from it; or 


among whom alſo We all had our Converſation 


[ xo ] 


0 likewiſe were they as utterly uhacquai inted 
with themſelves or their own State: they had 


ture, neither that Man was created in Inno- 


how he may recover it. Therefore all their 
refined Reſearches after what they called the 
chiefeſt good were uncertain and erroneous ; | 
for as they did not apprehend their real State, 
ſo neither could they diſcover their real Good; 
theſe great Articles relating to God and them- 
ſelves were beyond the Reach of their Under- 
ſtanding and reſery'd only for the Glory of that 
Goſpel which ans Life and Ml fo 
Light. no 

As Men therefore in-a State of Nature were 
thus groſsly ignorant and ſuperſtitious, ſo this 
Darkneſs was not only the Parent of Error 
but of Sin, as is notorious from the Hiſtories 
of former Times; for this We may alledge 
the Teſtimony of our Apoſtle in all his Epiſ- 
tles and particularly in the beginning of this, 
where, ſpeaking of the Heathens, he ſays, 


in Times paſt, in the Lufts of the Fleſh, fulfill= 
ing the Defires of the Pleſb and were by, Na- 
ture the Children of Wrath, this T ſay there- | f 


fore 


[=o 


fore and teſtify in the Lord, that Ye Indatforth 
walk not as other Gentiles walk" in the' Vanity 
of their Mind having the Underſtanding da darł- 
ened, who being paſt feeling baue given tbem- 

ſelves over to Laſervioufneſs, to work» all Un- 

cleanneſs with Greedineſs — And can We won 

der that Men were wicked when the very 
Deities they worſhipped were repreſented as 
guilty of the groſſeſt Enormities, -and-Mortals: 
were emboldened to ſin from the Examples of 
thoſe they were taught to look upon as im- 


mortal Gods, and though ſome of the greateſt 


Men in Hiſtory had ſome Perſuaſion 'of the. 
Being of a God, and his Unity, yet how ſhame- 
fully, how abſurdly, nay how wickedly did 
they join in the Worſhip of all thoſe imaginary” 
Deities againſt the Light of Reaſon, and the 
Teſtimony of their on Conſciences | 8d un- 
able was their Reaſon and Philoſophy to make 
them virtuous in Religion; and indeed who 
is there ſo void of Honeſty, and ſo careleſs of 
his Reputation, but would ſcorn to have that 
ſuſpected of him which was reported and be- 
liev'd of the very Gods Wwiedkss IT 
— d? 

Wiſe Men could not but be. Aham d, 1 
good Men could not but abhor the wicked 
Rites and Ceremonies of their Religion, and 
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they who'khow: the Hiſtories of former Times 
before the Publication of the Goſpel muſt ſee 
enough to lament their Ignorance, and deteſt 
their Superftition. Such was, what is called; 
the Reli oY of Nature before Chriſt came in 


of Nanite at this Day among all the Heather: 
and unconverted Part of the Barth. And ho. 
can it well be otherwiſe ? for they are ſtill left 
to their o- Wiſdom, and derive no Light 
from Chriſt; ſo literally true are thoſe Wards! 
of his hat no Man knoweth tbe Father blit the: 
Sam and He ro whomfoever the Son will reueal 
him : Thoſe Chriſtians who are acquainted per“ 
ſonally with the preſent State of Religion in 
both the Indies know this Fruth better than 
We who have it only by Books and Hearſay, 
they know, for inſtance, that the civilized Pes 
ple of China and Japan are as utterly ignorant 
of God and Religion, ad groſsly ſuperſti tious 
and idolatrous as any the wildeſt Savages; and 
theſe (if the Teſtimony of one, who not ma- 
ny Years ago was familiarly converſant with 
them, may be cited or depended upon) as they 
have no Letters, ſo have they no Religion, no 


Laws, no civiłk e 77Rs but Duerg one 


7 9 


Aa v. ſeveral Paltiges to this ba in e on original Sin, - 
from Page 35 to 40. BY 
does | 


r 

does that which is right in his own Eyes, ha- 

ving only theſe two ſliort Rules of : Proceeding 3 
to do wliat they will) and what they can 

thus plainly does it appear by tke fruits chat 

the Gods of theſe preſent, Heathens are but 


Devils, to fuch rde Jacr5fice;- doing Service to 


them which by Natare are ns Gods: And this 


is that Religion which flows from tiararal Rea- 
ſon unaſſiſted by 


Revelation, and that even in 
thoſe who ſeem to have the Knowledge of 
many Fruths, and wlio converſt with ther 
adored beloved ones Day ani Night Me nee® 
not therefore ſeruple to aſſert that the genuine 
Heathens are tlie fame” now they ever were, 
in Darkneſs both in the 
Things to be known and the PUWwWwrs to rex 
ceiue them; iron God in the Morlu, having 
either no-Knowledge- of him at all, no Con- 
ceptions of any Thing he has to do with 
them, or they vrith him, or ſuch Conceptions 
as are worſe than none, as make him even 
ſuch an one as themſelves. - Such are their 
moral and intellectual religious Attainments ! 
Their whole Worlhip; in Conformity to their 
Belief, is at once the higheſt Affront to the 
divine, and Diſgrace to the human Nature. 
To Chriſtianity then is Mankind indebted 
for the Knowledge of all moral and religious 
Truths, 
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Truths, which no. Sect of Philoſophers could 


ever attain to, or underſtand.' We are ſure 


there has been a terrible Shock and Change 
of the natural World, that the Face of the 
Earth is, probably, not now the ſame as it 
was in it's original Formation; and as it is 
thus in the natural, ſo the ſame great Shock 
demonſtrably appears in the moral World. 
Whence elſe proceed thoſe monſtrous and ir- 
regular Paſſions of the Mind, and all thoſe vi- 


cious Inclinations and Deſires which make Us 


at Variance with God and Man; — We can 
never imagine that God originally formed Us 
either ſo weak or wicked as We are, He never 
could ſend his laſt and hath ** thus 1 . 
fect out of his Hands. Q 2:2 
Original Sin is contain a great Myſtery: 


| if this Doctrine however be not admitted, 


Man himſelf muſt be the greateſt Myſtery in 
Nature. But when the Goſpel informs Us of 
the Depravity of our Nature, ſhews Us how: 


We are fallen from God, and by what Means 
We may recover his Favour, and our loſt Per- 
fection, in what a deſireable Point of View 
doth not this repreſent our Religion? which 


whilſt it lays before Us our Sin, Miſery and 
Darkneſs, ſhews Us at the ſame Time the 
Ways to Perfection, and how We may at length 

be 


1 


wo. I % 
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ni 3 
BY made Partakers of divine Happinek, by 
embracing the Offers and complying with the 
Terms of the Goſpel; and that by the Aid 
and Influence of the holy Spirit of God We 
may be raiſed to a Capacity of overcoming the 
Corruptions of our Nature, of diſcerning divine 
Truths, and attaining ſuch Meaſures of Holi- 
neſs. and Virtue, as by delivering Us from the 
dark and diſmal State of our Nature, will give 
Us the Means of Grace here; and entitle Us 
to the Hopes of eternal Glory hereafter, by 


= having eſcap d and triumph d over the Corrup- 


tion that is in the World through Sin. Which 
II. Leads Us to conſider ſecondly the bleſs- 
ed and happy State which true Chriſtians en- 
joy, ſignified to Us in the Text under the Idea 
of Light; but now are Ye Light in the Lord. 
For by being Chriſtians We are introduc'd into 
a new State of Things in every particular op- 


päoſite to that above deſcrib d. We are taught 


all that is neceſſary to know of divine Things, 
the Nature of God, and our Relation to, and 
Dependance upon him; We have the Light 
of Truth, or true Religion, the Light of Grace, 
or the gracious Aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, 
to illuminate our Minds, and the Light and 
Benefit of divine Revelation in the Scriptures : 
by Baptiſm We enter into Covenant with God, 


and 


126 


and are admitted to high and eue ett Friss 


heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. We have 
all neceſſary Knowledge for our well-being in 


this Life, and to make Us eternally Happy in 


that which is to come. With reſpect to So- 
ciety and civil Government, how far more ſaſe 


and comfortable are Chriſtian Nations than 
others? with reſpe& to Learning, and Know- 


ledge, and the Improvements of Arts and Sci- 
ences, how infinitely do Chriſtians and Euro- 
peans exceed moſt Others ? The fame likewiſe 


| may We affirm of Trade and Commerce in the 


Riches and flouriſhing States of Kingdoms. 
What People under Heaven have ſuch wiſe 
Laws, ſuch civil Policy, ſuch friendly Inter- 


courſes as Chriſtians? amongſt whom is there 


ſuch Love and Charity, {ach Peace and Picty ? 
and what is all this owing to, but to the ad- 
mirable rules and Precepts of the Goſpel, which 


inſtructs our Ignorance and reforms our Mo- 3B 
rals? even in this ſhort and comparative View 
of Chriſtianity, with regard only to external 


Comforts and Advantages, We have great Rea- 

ſon to bleſs God for calling Us oof holy and 

heavenly a State. | 
But with reſpect to the Lennie 20 


eee the Belief and 
Wor- 


ledges, to be [joint Heirs with Ghri N, and In- 


[nn] 

Worſhip of Almighty God, the true Principles 
of Virtue, no People upon the Face of the 
Earth are ſo well and fo wiſely inſtructed as 
Chriſtians; and well might our Apoſtle ſay 
now are Ye Light in the Lord; for in this 
Reſpect all the Reſt of the World are in Igno- 
rance and Darkneſs, but in Chriſt Jeſus We 
are, or at leaſt ought to be, exemplary Pat- 
terns to the Reſt of Mankind. If We live like 
Chriſtians and as becometh the Gaſpel, We ſhall 
inſtruct and civilize them by our Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and convince them, by ſenſible ex- 
perience, how much better and happier We 
are than they; for Chriſtianity is calculated 
not only to make Us wiſer in our Underſtand- 
ings, but better in our lives. This was unde- 
niable from the great and wonderful Effects 
which the firſt preaching of the Goſpel had 
upon its new Converts, what a ſurpriſing 
Change they experienc'd in themſelves, and 
became at once the Light and Admiration of 


the World : and the am Cauſes would ſtill 


have the fame Effect now, if We as conſcien- 


tiouſly practisd what We believe. If We could 
repreſent to our Imagination any City, or Vil- 
lage, or F amily Who heartily embrace, and 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to the Laws of the Goſpel, 
what can We conceive more deſireable or de- 

C _ Tightful 


1 
lightful than this regenerate State, where there 
is an ardent Piety to God, fervent Charity to 
one another, no Injuſtice, no Envy, no Spite, 
no Sin ? what is this, but like the Garden of 
Eden before the. Fall, Peace _ ns 
wank God ? 

Oh that this Deſcription was not WO up in 
Jaded but in reality! and that every Chriſtian 
among Us was not only almoſt. but altogether 
fuch as Chriſt and. his Apoſtles were except 
their Bonds and Afflictions! Then ſhould We 
be as of old the Wonder and Conviction of 
| the World, and the Joy and Comfort of each 
K other, but alas! to the. Want of this true E- 
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N vangelical Faith and Practice is it owing en- 
g tirely, that We are made the Mock of the 
1 SGc⸗corner, the Shame and Reproach of our Re- 

0 ligion, nay moreover to this We owe all the 

* Miſery and Miſchief which We endure from 
| one another. 
| It may perhaps be gd; theſe are glorious 


Things to ſay of Chriſtianity, if they were but ⁶6 
ſo in Truth; but where ſhall We find all theſe | 
wife and holy and happy Chriſtians? do We 
not in fact ſee them as bitterly hating each 
other as the Heathens could do? as oppoſite 
Church to Church, as Light almoſt to Dark- 
neſs, as injurious, vindictive, and of as perſe- 
cuting 
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cuting à Spirit as the Reſt of the unenlight- 
ened World? do We not daily ſee before Us 
as unmerciful, covetous, drunken, wanton} 
wicked Chriſtians, as any that the Hiſtories of 
former Times have recorded? wherein then is 
the World better or wiſer than in Heathen 
Times and Countries? —— It is indeed our 
Shame and Sorrow that We cannot filence this 
Objection better than by dint of Argument; 
but this will hold as much againſt Natural as 
Reveal'd Religion, againſt the reaſoning of 
Philoſophy, as well as the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel; it ſhews the beſt Things may be cor- 
rupted; it proves indeed that Chriſtians are 
not ſo good as they ſhould: be; but it is not 
the leaſt Argument againſt the Truth of their 
Religion. The Time was, when Chriſtians in 
general were ſuch as became the Goſpel, and it 
may be that God will, and bleſſed be his 
Name, he does frequently touch the Hearts 
of Men, to turn them from Sin unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, from dead Works to ſerve the Livin 8 God; 
and whatever are the Effects of Religion in 
theſe loweſt Dregs of Time, yet the Nature 
and Tendency of Chriſtianity is to make all 
Men virtuous, holy, happy, from the Purity 
of its Doctrines and Precepts, from its Mo- 
tives and Examples, from its Promiſes and Re- 
SS wards ; 
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wards; ſo that We may well and truly con- 
clude if Chriſtians are not influenc'd by the 
Goſpel, they do not believe it, and are not 
really but only nominally ſuch. However it 
cannot be denied but that even the bare ver- 
bal Knowledge of Chriſtianity has a very con- 
ſiderable Influence upon the Temper, Charac- 
ter, and Behaviour of thoſe who live among 
the Profeſſors of it, though there are indeed : 
too many Exceptions to the general Impreſ- 
fion it ſhould make upon them; and this We 
ſhall ever experience that when We receive 
and believe in the Goſpel with that Simpli- 
city and Sincerity of Mind requir'd of Us by 
our Maſter, he will not only lead Us into the 
Knowledge of all Truth, but bleſs Us in turning 
away every one of Us from our Iniquities, that 
according to his own moſt gracious Words, he 
that followeth him ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, 
but have the Light of Lyfe. 

This moral Change from bad to good is | 
wrought in Us by the Power and Influence of 
the holy Spirit of God, who quickens our faith, 
ſtrengthens our Weakneſs, and thereby en- 
ables Us both to will and to do. But tho We 
refer all this to the Operation of this bleſſed 
Spirit upon our Hearts, yet We are not there- 
by to underſtand any irrefiſtible Grace as if in 
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this great Change We were only paſſive, and 
mere Machines; for tho the natural Man of 
himſelf does not, cannot underſtand the Things 
of God which are only ſpiritually to be diſcern d. 
yet as He is a free Agent he muſt cooperate 
with the Grace of God; and then the Aſſiſt- 
ance which he receives from thence enables 
him to ſee and know and perſevere in his 
Duty. Take away this Help of God's holy 
Spirit and Man ſoon relapſes into his natural 
State of Darkneſs, Ignorance and Sin. But 
how or in what Manner We are regenerated, 
how human Liberty is influenc'd by, or con- 
ſiſtent with divine Grace are Subjects too nice 
for our preſent Enquiries. The Ways of the 
Spirit our bleſſed Lord compares to the Wind, 
fo ſubtle and imperceptible that Ve know not 
whence it cometh nor whither it goeth, We hear 
the Sound, and know no more : juſt ſo is it 
with the Works of the Spirit in the Regene- 
ration of Mankind ; We ſee, feel, and admire 
the Effect, but the Cauſe is to Us unknown. 
Left unto ourſelves We are ſure this Change 
is impoſſible to be effected, but when We call 
in the Aid and Aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit 
the glorious Work is immediately accompliſh- 
ed. — This may be obſerv'd by comparing 
Men with Men, when We ſee thoſe of great 
Learn- 
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Learning, Underſtanding and Knowledge, got 


always the beſt Men, but ſometimes betray- 


venly Truths, when others of meaner Attain« 
ments and. much lower Abilities have made 
a greater Proficiency in the ſpiritual Life, have 
had their Underſtandings enlightened they 
know not how, and their Wills and Inclina- 
tions habitually incited to Goodneſs and Vit- 
tue. — This is that State of Light, Life, and 
Regeneration ſo much inculcated in the Goſ- 
pel; not a Creation of new Faculties in Us, 
but a Reſtoration of the old which were de- 
cay'd or loſt in Adam ; for as in him all dyed 
ſpiritually as well as naturally, /o in Chriſt all 
are made alrve. Conſider this great Work at 
the beginning of Chriſtianity, what a marvel- 
lous Thing it was that obſtinate, hardned, ig- 
norant Perſons ſhould ſo eaſily and ſo effectu- 
ally get over their old inveterate Prejudices, 
of a ſudden become religious, mild and good, 
and fo inſpired with the manifold Gifts and 
Graces of the Spirit, that their very Enemies 
were forced to acknowledge that God was in 
them of a Truth. And though theſe Days of 
Wonder and Miracle are ceaſed, yet the holy 
Spirit of God is ſtill continually aſſiſting Us 
with his ſecret inviſible Power to overcome 


the 


231 
the remaining Corruptions of our Nature; bad 
as We are, this prevents our becoming worſe; 
good as the beſt of Us are, this invites and 
encourages Us to be better, 0 grow in Grace 
till We come to à penfech Man unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. . 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe glorious and ex- 
cellent Priviledges which conſtitute the Cha- 
racter and Happineſs of thoſe who are called 
of God in Chrift out of Darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous Light. Let Us therefore walk as Chil- 
dren of the Ligbt; let our Converſation be as 
becometh the Wiſdom and Purity, the Truth 


= Excellency of our Religion, let Us caf 


off the Works of Darkneſs and put on the Ar- 
mour of Light, walking honeſtly as in the Day 
in Sobriety and Watchfulneſs, in Acts of Piety 
and Charity, and in all thoſe Virtues and 
Graces that moſt adorn and advance the Per- 
fection of human Nature. 
Conſider what infinite Advantages We of 
this Nation enjoy above many others, in the 
Knowledge of the beſt and wiſeſt Laws, in 
the Promiſe of the Life that now 1s and of 
that which 1s to come. We have the Scrip- 
tures, thoſe Oracles of the living God in their 
original Language for the learned to conſult ; 
We have them - likewiſe accurately and faith- 


fully 
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Fully. tranſlated into our own Tongue for ge- 
neral Uſe and Benefit, that the pooreſt, mean- 


eſt, loweſt among Us may know and, under- 
ſtand what the Will of his God is, and become 
thereby wiſe unto Salvation. Neither are there 


wanting any other Helps to affiſt and comfort 


Us in the Purſuit and Attainmentof neceſſary 
Truth and Knowledge; and great Reaſon have 
We to bleſs God, that his Religion is eſta- 
bliſh'd and taught among Us in ſo pure, pri- 
mitive, and Apoſtolical a Manner, and that 
our Doctrine and Worſhip is ſuch as every 
wiſe Man muſt approve, and every good one 
be thankful for. May this provoke Us to Love 
and to good Works; and inſtead of looking up- 
on other Chriſtians to cavil and find Fault, 
may it rouſe Us to a more exalted Height of 
Virtue: and though among the different reli- 
gious Perſuaſions of Chriſtian Men in the 
World there are none, that We know of, whoſe 
Doctrines are ſo pure, or Faith fo found as 
that profeſs'd by our Church, yet what will 
it avail Us to have the beſt Religion, if We 
live like thoſe who have the worſt, inſenſible 
of, or unthankful for our being Members of 
the true Catholick Church of Chriſt? 


If 


. 
If from theſe general Bleſſings of religious 
Light and Knowledge, We reflect upon our 
own particular Station and Circumſtances in 
this Place, and the Advantages We enjoy from 
the pious Munificence of generous Benefac- 
tors; what Means of knowing and doing our 
Duty are here afforded Us! devoted by our 
very Education to the Study of religious and 
uſeful Literature, ſubject to Laws calculated 
only for our Improvement in Wiſdom and Pie- 
ty, govern d by the moſt wholſome Diſcipline, 
taught by the ableſt Inſtructors, and living 
under ſo many great and good Examples; 
Theſe are ſuch Incentives as loudly call upon 
Us to anſwer the Intent of our Inſtitution, 
and the Expectation of the World, to be 
bright and exemplary Patterns of Religion and 
Virtue, of Diligence and Temperance, of Love 
and Humility far beyond the Reſt of the 
World, and in Proportion to our many ſupe- 
rior Advantages — If then the Light that We 
have be Darkneſs, oh how great, how ſhame- 
ful will be that Darkneſs! —— The wiſe, We 
are told, ſhall under/tand, they ſhall hear and 
increaſe Learning, and attain unto wife Coun- 
ſels, but none of the wicked ſhall under/tand, for 
| Sin darkens the Powers of the Soul, and keeps 
it in Ignorance; whereas Holineſs is the 
D Found- 
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Foundation of 13 and the Learning g of 
a good Man is attended with the moſt uſeful 


Conſequences to himſelf and others, for he 


hath. God's Blefling upon his Studies, is di- 

rected and aſſiſted by it, and 514 Path js as 
the ſhining Light that - ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect Day — May this animate and 
engourage Us in the Proſecution of our Stu- 
dies, and the Diſcharge of our Duty, that our 
Education; that our Profeſſion, that our Abi- 
lities may never riſe up in judgment againſt 
Us, but that We may walk as our Maſter and 
his Apoſtles walked, and be as burning and 
as ſhining Lights, with reſpe& to Soundneſs 
of Faith; Innocency and Integrity of Life and 
Manners, the moſt exalted Improvement of 
the Underſtanding, and the higheſt natural 
and acquir'd Abilities, as thoſe illuſtrious Wor- 
thies who in former Times rais'd the Fame 


and Reputation of this Seat of Learning and 


Knowledge to the higheſt poſſible Degree of 

Glory and Renown. And fince We have the 
Honour and the Happineſs of ſucceeding them ; 
reap the Fruits of their pious and ſucceſsful 
labours, and derive, in ſome Meaſure, a 
Luſtre from them, let Us teſtify that We are 
equally deſerving the Honours and Rewards 
beſtowed upon Us, and that We are actuated 


by 
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by this landable Ambition,” an earneſt Deſire 
in Proportion to thoſe Abilities which God 
has given Us, to contribute our Share to ſup- 
port the 'preſent allowed Character and flou- 
riſhing State of this great and eminent School 
of the Prophets; at leaſt to endeavour that 
its good Name be not wounded and impair'd 
by our Demerit and Ignorance ; — To add 
Life and Spirit to Us in the Purſuit of all that 
is wiſe, and good, and excellent, the reſpect- 
able Appearance which grac'd the Solemnities 
of the paſt Week may aſſure Us, that there 
are not wanting Friends to patronize our Stu- 
dies, and to countenance this Nurſery of Sci- 
ence —Let Us then not be wanting to Our- 
ſelves —In a Word and in the Language of the -. 
Text, with a thorough Senſe and grateful Ap- 
prehenſion of the moſt valuable temporal 
Mercies, and the beſt ſpiritual Bleſſings here 
communicated to Us, and the moſt inflamed 
Affections to God for the Wonders of redeem- 
ing Love, and the powerful Efficacy of ſanc- 
tifying Grace, now We are Light in the Lord, 
Let Us walk as Children of the Light, that fo 
We. may be admitted to that bleſſed Place of 
compleat Holineſs, and perfect Happineſs where | 


the Lord God grveth his Saints Light, and 


where they — reign with him in Glory in 
D 2 thoſe 
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